
Connecting Churches  

ñThe Bell Baptist Association of Churches is committed to empowering, enabling, and assisting  

member churches to accomplish their Great Commission.ò   

December 2009-January 2010 

For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life. 

John 3:16 

Our Prayer for you this holiday season is that you will find  
peace and rest in the Lord and his most precious gift. 

 

Tom, Kathy, Barbara, Ralph, Shirley, Jack, Nan,  

Frances, Pat, Betty, Lydia, Sherry and Rhonda  
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And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  
             I Corinthians 13:13 

 

 As we enter into the holiday season, we are overwhelmed with activities and expectations. It is amazing how busy 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years have become. We find ourselves meeting ourselves, coming and going. We are 

so busy with the things we need to do, the activities we need to plan, and the programs we need to attend. We are over-

whelmed with the expectations. I see this especially at Christmas, when I hear about people who spend money they donôt 

have to buy things they donôt need in order to impress people they donôt even like. This points to Holiday Overload. 

 I looked up the word holiday in the dictionary and discovered that it doesnôt mean, ñStressed out period of time.ò  A 

holiday is a holy day, a time to reflect on the Lord and His purpose for life. I would like to spend a few moments and look 

at three words that help us refocus the holidays into holy days of worship and renewal. 

1. Thanksgiving is a time for Gratitude . We reflect on the many ways the Lord has blessed our lives, our family, our 

church, our community, and our country. This has been a tough time for many of us in all of these areas. Many have dealt 

with sickness, death, unemployment, economic setbacks, military deployments, and various frustrations. But, God is still at 

work and has touched all of our lives over this past year. When we take the time and reflect, we have so much for which to 

be grateful. Ultimately, we need to remember that whatever we, our families, and our church families face, we do so with 

the Lordôs presence, purpose and power.  Gratitude strengthens our faith. 

2. Christmas is a time to remember Godôs Presence. I really appreciate the fact that Immanuel is true, God is with us.  I 

want to make sure that I stay focused on the greatest present at Christmas and that is Jesus. He is the greatest expression of 

Love and we have the wonderful privilege of sharing His Love with everyone we know. His presence reminds us of His 

Love for us and our Love to others. 

3. New Years gives us fresh Opportunities for life. All of us have blown it during this year. Until the Lord returns, each 

New Year affords us the opportunity to begin again.  I am so glad that God is the God of the second chance. We have the 

privilege of learning from our victories and defeats for 2009 and applying those lessons for 2010. Opportunity encourages 

our Hope. 

 I want to encourage you to take time in this holiday season to reflect on Gratitude, Love, and Opportunity. These 

sound like something Paul said in I Corinthians 13, Faith, Hope, and Love. Sue and I pray that your holidays are filled with 

these beautiful and powerful words. 

 On behalf of my family and our BBA Staff and Churches, I pray that you will have wonderful Thanksgiving, Christ-

mas and New Years holidays. 
 
 

In Christôs Love and for His Glory; 

Tom Henderson        
I Corinthians 16:9   
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ǒ   Brian West, BSM Director at Temple College is excited to see 

growth in their ministry. After outgrowing their initial space they are 

now meeting in the Pavilion on the TC campus for lunch and a    

devotion with the students on Mondays at noon. If you would like to  

be a part of this ministry or 

sponsor a lunch, contact Brian 

West at 254-541-5650 or email 

him at: 

templecollegebsm@yahoo.com. 
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¶ Willow Grove has called Larry Henry as their new 

Pastor after he served a time as their Interim.  

¶ Miller Heights hosted a community wide, ñThanks 

Feastò, on November 21st. BGCT assisted with this 

community outreach by supplying MHBC with a 

$1,000 grant from the Texas Hope 2010 emphasis.  

¶ 3C Cowboy Church held a Ranch Rodeo in late 

October with great results. They drew about 250 

cowboys together for roping, riding and fellowship.  

Several prospects came to church the following 

Sunday.  

¶ Solid Rock deaf church hosted a ñJesus Is Mine in 

2009ò event in late October with over 400 people 

registered and many other walk-ins from across the 

country. They had 9 who gave their lives to Christ 

and 3 who rededicated their lives to Christ.  

¶ Val Verde hosted a Revival November 1-4 with 

their new Pastor Richard Worden, and worship led 

by Brandon Spinn.  

¶ Manuel Mendoza has been called as the new pastor 

of Alfa y Omega.  

¶ Terry Cook has been called as the Interim at Fel-

lowship.  

¶ In 2008 Canyon Creek formed a 3 year partnership 

with the Baptist Churches in Morelia, Mexico. Due 

to violence in the area this past summer they were 

unable to minister in this area. Reports from the 

field indicate that most of the violence has sub-

sided. With this barrier removed CCBC is ready to 

renew their partnership and are planning another 

trip to Morelia in July of 2010. Please be in prayer 

for this group as they begin planning this trip.  

¶ First Salado will once again have a live nativity as 

part of the, ñSalado Christmas Strollò, December 

4th and 5th. First Salado is also involved in the 

ñBread of Lifeò Drive, Operation Christmas Child 

and Angel Tree. These are all wonderful opportuni-

ties to reach out directly into the lives of people in 

their community. 

¶ First Belton hosted the Moms in Touch Interna-

tional historic prayer event, ñArise! Cry Out!ò in 

November.  

¶ Trinity is partnering with Harker Heights Elemen-

tary School to mentor students in reading and math.  

Another great way to reach out and impact your 

community.  

¶ Immanuel is once again the local collection site for Operation 

Christmas Child. Donations of shoe boxes will taken Nov 16-23. For 

more information contact the church at 254-773-2147. 

¶ Heights Baptist Menôs group recently completed two  projects for 

their Good Neighbor Community Project.  

¶ County Line held a revival October 11-14, with Harlan Haines lead-

ing the services.  

¶ First Temple hosted a ñHay Dayò and had 85 people in attendance 

who enjoyed seeing, petting and holding animals and riding horses. 

This event was held at their new property in West Temple, with hot-

dogs, corn on the cob, hay rides and old fashioned games.  

¶ First Templeôs Youth Choir will be talking a missions trip to Wis-

consin this summer to sing and reach out to the people and make an 

impact on the youth there.  

¶ ValVerde held a revival in early November and invited the First Hol-

land congregation to join them. Many from Holland joined them in a  

wonderful expression of support and encouragement.  

¶ First Holland is planning to share the gospel with their entire zip 

code as part of the Texas Hope 2010 outreach.  

¶ Ernest Thompson, Pastor of East Highway and his wife Terry re-

cently celebrated 42 years of service...to the same church. What an 

amazing example of servanthood! 

¶ Chaplain Jack Covington will be moving to Indiana in December. 

First Responders Fellowship has begun searching for a new pastor.  

¶ Crystal Lake will be sending their youth group on mission to Wis-

consin this summer.  


