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ñThe Bell Baptist Association of Churches is committed to empowering, enabling, and assisting  

member churches to accomplish their Great Commission.ò   

Before Christmas, a missionary in Africa had been telling the students how Christians, in happiness, gave presents to 

others on the occasion of Christ's birthday. 

A few days later, on Christmas morning, one of these native students brought the missionary a beautiful, lustrous  

seashell.  When asked where he had discovered such an extraordinary shell, he said he had walked many miles to a  

certain ocean bay, the only spot where such shells could be found.   

She exclaimed, "What a beautiful gift!  It must have been a real sacrifice for you to have traveled so far to get it." 

His eyes brightened as he replied, "Long walk, part of gift!" 

 

We pray that you will remember that the long walk Jesus took with us here on earth, which started in a manger with 
the birth of a baby and climaxed on a cross, was part of the gift!  

Tom, Kathy, Ralph, Shirley, Barbara, Pat, Betty, Penny, Kacie, Frances, Jack & Nan 
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The View Up Ahead      
 

In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
          I Thessalonians 5:18 

 

   The holidays have taken on a new meaning for our family this year.  This will be our first Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 

New Year without Sueôs mom, Susie Gibbens.  In addition, yesterday, on the two month anniversary of Susieôs death, I 

stood by the bedside of my friend, Cynthia Russell, as she left this world and entered heavenôs glory.  Now I am facing the 

holidays dealing with the death of two very special people in my life. 

   I understand they are in a better place and we all travel this road, but I still miss them and realize the holidays wonôt be 

the same without them.  I remember the excitement as we waited for ñGrandmaò to come over on Christmas morning so 

we could open presents and eat her shells and cheese side dish.  I remember Cynthiaôs excitement on providing Thanksgiv-

ing Baskets and Christmas presents for our CTLC clients and their families.  It was an exhausting labor of love. As a min-

ister for 27 years I have counseled many families as they face the holidays with óempty chairs,ô but now it has become very 

personal. 

   The Lord has been encouraging me in this time.  He led me to the text above in I Thessalonians.  He has gently but 

firmly reminded me that He is at work in every situation and I am to be thankful.  In every situation, I can have a thankful 

attitude.  His challenge helps me look differently at the holidays: 

1. Thanksgiving is a time for Gratitude to God.  As I think about Susie and Cynthia, I am so grateful that the Lord 

allowed our paths to cross.  Susie accepted me into the family many years ago and has been one of my greatest sup-

porters and encouragers.  It probably didnôt hurt that I am the father of 75% of her grandchildren.  Cynthia taught me 

the value of unconditional love and perseverance.  Her passion and presence encouraged faith, hope, and love in so 

many lives. 

2. Christmas is a time to remember Godôs Presence.  I really appreciate the fact that  God is with us (Immanuel).  

Even though we will not have some special people with us at Christmas this year, we will have the guest of honor as 

we celebrate His birth.  I also know that Susie and Cynthia with be with Him. 

3. New Years gives us fresh Opportunities for life.  In the midst of the pain of seeing loved ones going home, I am 

sustained by the fact they are truly ñgoing home.ò  As much as I miss both Susie and Cynthia, I know that they are at 

rest and peace in the strong arms of Jesus.  I donôt know how people face a New Year without the confidence that their 

departed loved ones are with the Lord.  I intend to redouble my efforts to make sure my loved ones and everyone I 

meet know the Lord and have a personal assurance about Heaven as Susie and Cynthia did. 

Thank you for letting me share my journey and the journey of our family with you.  For me the holidays are taking on a 

new depth and significance.  As I think about 2012, I intend to be more grateful to God, more aware of His presence, and 

more involved in the opportunities He presents day by day.   As I do, I know that ñdeath will be swallowed up in victoryò 

as I live an attitude of gratitude.  To God be the glory. 
 

In Christôs Love;           

Tom, Sue, Josh, Sara, and Stacy Henderson  I Thess. 5:18 

Pastor:  

*  3C Cowboy Fellowship  *  Cedar Valley  * 

*  County Line  *    Goodwill *    

*  Primera Iglesia Bautista, Killeen  *   Stillhouse  * 
 

  Youth Minister:  

*  Crystal Lake  *  First Moffat  *  
 

Music Minister/Worship Leader:  

*  Crystal Lake  *  Fellowship  *  First Moffat *   

*  First Trimmier  *  Meadow Oaks  *   Pendleton *    

CHURCH  

STAFF SEARCHES  

 
BBA Contact Information  

Director of Missions - Tom Henderson tom.bba@sbcglobal.net 

Ministry  Assistant -  Kathy Diaz kathy.bba@sbcglobal.net 

Financial Administrator - Barbara Springer barbara.bba@sbcglobal.net  

Counselors - Rhonda Ramirez & Nidal Pascoe, MA, LPCI  

rhonda-ramirez@sbcglobal.net 

Volunteer Coordinators - Jack & Nan Shannon nans405@sbcglobal.net 

Office Support - Ralph & Shirley Montgomery, Pat Pate, Betty  Kelsey 

Penny Reveile and UMHB Student Worker: Kacie Hill  

volunteer.bba@sbcglobal.net  

BBA * PO Box 1447 * 1125 N. College St * Belton Texas 76513 

254-939-0761 * bba9129@sbcglobal.net / www.bellchurches.com 



BELL BAPTIST  

JOURNEY  
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¶ The Worship Choir at Trinity Baptist Church will 

present a Christmas Musical, ñOne Incredible Mo-

mentò on Sunday morning, December 18th during 

the worship service.  

¶ Trinity is partnering with Harker Heights Elemen-

tary School in a Mentoring/Tutoring Program to 

help students with their math and reading.  

¶ Thank you to the 14 people who went to Minnea-

polis, Minnesota, to help with an Experiencing 

God weekend. The church was excited and ready 

to see where God was working around them. They 

had 28  people sign up in 2 groups to begin the 

Experiencing God study and are anxious to see 

how God is going to expand His ministry.  

¶ Please keep Disciples Church, Soldiers of the 

Cross Cowboy Fellowship, and First Baptist      

Holland in your prayers as they complete work on 

their buildings.  

¶ First Baptist Church in Temple is taking steps to 

rebuild after the fire that destroyed their main 

church building in January 2010. Recently the 

church held a prayer walk on their land off of 

West Adams in Temple and celebrated as both of 

their congregations worshipped together for the 

first time since the fire.  

¶ Charles Clark, Associate Pastor and Choir Direc-

tor at Eight Street Baptist Church, resigned and 

moved to Rosebud to become the pastor of Inde-

pendence Baptist Church.   

¶ The Canyon Creek Baptist Church recently held 

one of their special ñfamilyò events with a Lake-

side Service, great food, games, wonderful fellow-

ship, and a unique worship experience at Temple 

Lake Park. They closed the day of worship with a  

service of baptism in the lake.  

¶ Memorial recognized their current deacons and 

ordained 6 new deacons - Scott Branscum, Chuck 

Pearson, Paul Gonzales, Mallory Miller, Joe 

Shumate and Bruce Waldock.  

¶ Taylors Valley has completed their new office 

complex.  

¶ On January 8th, Solid Rock will have a commis-

sioning service to celebrate their new status as a 

church.  

¶ Scott Mescher, Senior Associate Pastor, First 

Salado, recently returned from a missions trip to 

Mexico. 

On the left are  

Warren and Mary Ann Hart 

who led a conference titled  

"God's Promise  

in the Night Sky"  

Eleven from Bell Association attended the 13th Annual Retired  

Minister's Retreat at Glorieta September 26-30, 2011. The theme for 

the retreat was "Keep It Going." 

From left to right: Al & Belinda Jordan, Margey & Jim Watson, W. D. 

& Hugh Delle Broadway, Mary & Weldon Hicks  

Lower right hand corner (not in group): Jimmy Hinton  

Thank you to everyone  

who had a part in making the 

BBA Annual meeting such a 

wonderful time of fellowship 

and praise.  
 

On the right are Lopao Vang, 

Madison Hmong Church and 

Nhia Yee Her, LaCrosse 

Hmong Church. They traveled 

to Texas as part of the Bell 

Baptist Association  and 

Southern Wisconsin Baptist 

Association partnership.  

 

 

On the right is Rachel  

Herbison from Red Village 

Church in Madison,  

Wisconsin.  
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HELPING HANDS MINISTRY  
2210 Holland Rd - Belton - 254.939.7355 

 

Home Delivery Drivers ï Needed to take food to clients . 

Prayer Volunteers ï Needed to pray during the hours of operation 

in the chapel 

Food Items ALWAYS Needed in the Pantry - Canned Meat 

(Chicken, Chili, Tuna, etc.), Soups, Pasta, Beans & Box Meals Dry 

Goods (Diapers, Toilet Paper, Soap, Laundry Detergent) 
Donations Accepted: during business hours only: Mon-Tues 10-4 & 

Thurs 12-6. 

Volunteers Needed: Mon-Tues 8-4, Wed 7-8am, Thurs 8-6. 

CTLC (Churches Touching Lives for Christ)  
702 W. Ave G - Temple - 254.778.6885 

 

CTLC Ministry is in need of the following household goods: sheets, 

towels, tableware, pots/pans and dishes, especially plates. Donation of 

food, such as canned fruit, soup, corn, any kind of canned veggie, 

macaroni & cheese, green beans or dry goods is appreciated.  
 

LOTS of volunteers are needed on Tuesday afternoons and Saturday 

mornings.  They also have a great need for used pew Bibles.  
 

Donation hours:  

Tues 10:30am-4:00pm, Wed 7:30-10:30am, Sat 8:00-Noon   

The WMU 

World Day of 

Prayer was held 

at Trinity  

Baptist Church 

in Harker 

Heights on  

November 5th.  

2011 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering  
National Goal: $175 million  

 
Week of Prayer for International Missions:  

December 4-11, 2011 

THANK YOU to 

everyone who 

helped make this 

a great day of  

testimonies,  

music,  

fellowship  

and prayer.  

http://www.helpinghandsbelton.org/prayer


   Bell Baptist Association is offering counseling services at the association office. These  services include individual, couples, fam-

ily, and group counseling. We are also available to do seminars on multiple subjects at your church including Child Abuse awareness 

and recognition, marriage enrichment, financial planning, and we are able to   prepare for other subjects as needed. We have recently 

added a new therapist to our services and are excited to be able to reach more individuals.  

   Nidal Pascoe and Rhonda Ramirez are both Licensed Professional Counselors with the state of Texas. Services are provided on a 

sliding-scale according to individual needs which is still at a rate lower than most therapists in the area. Referrals from leaders in the  

association are appreciated. Services are available during the week in the evenings. 
 

Contact Information: Rhonda Ramirez, LPC 254-231-2690 or e-mail at rhonda-ramirez@sbcglobal.net 

Bell Baptist Association  

would like to cordially invite you to the 

Church Staff & Spouses  

Christmas Dinner 

which will be held at 

Memorial Baptist Church  

in Temple  on  

Tuesday,  

December 6th  

at 6:00pm.   
RSVP and Ticket Required 

 

Tickets will be $7.00 per person.  
Please send check to:  

BBA ,PO Box 1447, Belton TX 76513 or  
come by the BBA Missions Center in the Moon Bldg on UMHB 
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UMHB Christian Studies professor, Dr. Steve Wyrick,  and   

Rev. Andy Davis, Pastor of First Baptist Church, Belton,  

will be leading this study.  
 

Study will be held at the  

Bell Baptist Association  
1125 College St, Belton, TX/ UMHB -  Moon Bldg   

 

Thursday, December  1st, 2011 -  9:00 - Noon  

$5 for Lunch (lunch to follow at noon)  
 

Repeat Session  

Saturday, December 3rd, 2011 -  9:00 - Noon 

$5 for Breakfast (come early at 8:30 for some great food)  
 

Books are available for purchase at any Lifeway store,  or at 

www.lifewaystores.com ISBN 9781415868195  
 

Please RSVP by November 28th  

to bba9129@sbcglobal.net or  254 - 939- 0761.  

This event is co - hosted by   

UMHB Church Relations and Bell Baptist 

Association.  

BELL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION  
TAX SEMINAR  

 

Thursday, January 12th  

Bell Baptist Association Missions Center  

2:00 to approximately 5:00pm  

Dan will stay until the group is through asking questions!  

Presented by Dan Whitehurst, CPA,  
a sole practitioner in Kilgore and Longview with 30 years of  

experience in accounting, taxation and investment management. He 

summarizes his view of his professional life: ñThe complexity  

of our tax code, coupled with the variety of opinion and products 

available, can frustrate many of us to the point of error, or worse, 

inaction.  For me, helping others understand the issues and  

facilitate efficient transactions and compliance is a very  

rewarding experience.ò 
 

Reserve a seat by emailing or calling the BBA offices at  

bba9129@sbcglobal.net or 254-939-0761. 

 

This a FREE seminar from Texas Baptists and  
Bell Baptist Association.  
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DECEMBER  
1 Jon Stroker (S-2) Vista Community  

1 Travis Burleson (S-3) First Salado  

1 Leo Chenoweth (S-13) Keys Valley  

2 Ridge Adams (B) Memorial  

2 Jason Goings (B) First Belton  

2 Dave Jeffreys (B) Vista Community  

3 Jack & Nan Shannon (W) Soldiers of the Cross  

5 Natalie Price (B) Highland Lakes Camp  

5 Otha & Doris Ellis (W) Westside  

5 Tanya Reynolds (B) First Troy  

6 Shelley Dennis (B) Trinity  

9 Eddie Humphrey (B) First Belton  

9 Shirley Montgomery (B) Bell Baptist Association 

13 Lisa Schwindt (B) Immanuel  

13 Justin Lopez (S-5) Taylorôs Valley  

15 Bryan Davis (S-2) First Responders  

15 Linda Davis (S-2) First Responders  

16 Trey & Christie Bledsoe (W) Canyon Creek  

16 Eddie & Kelly Humphrey (W) First Belton  

17 Bobby & Jennie Ellis (W) Prairie Dell  

18 John Mark Harvey (B) Highland Lakes Camp  

18 Billy & Alice Koinm (W) Heights  

18 Casey Williams (S-5) Immanuel  

19 Glen Cosper (B) First Trimmier  

19 Syd & Pat Armistead (W) Trinity  

19 Steven & Teresa Taylor (W) Dyess Grove  

20 Dong Sun Kim (B) First Korean  

20 Casey & Sarah Williams (W) Immanuel  

20 Karen Padgett (S-10) First Belton  

21 Davy & Benita Wright (W) Corinth  

23 Alfonzo & Debra Leathers (W) Westside  

24 Ron Milne (B) Immanuel  

24 Karen Padgett (B) Highland Lakes Camp  

24 Doris Ellis (S-9) Westside  

26 Julia Walker (B) Canyon Creek  

27 Mary Sanders (B) Canyon Creek  

27 David & Cindy Morgan (W) Trinity  

28 U.C. Barnes (B) Corinth Missionary  

30 Brady & Shelley Dennis (W) Trinity  

30 Martin & Valerie Knox (W) First Temple  

30 Jeff & Sherrie Loudin (W) Taylorôs Valley  

31 Jason Gish (B) Canyon Creek  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

JANUARY  
1 Shirah Villegas (S-7) Trinity  

1 Peter Chen (S-2) Chinese Fellowship  

1 George Sipp (S-1) Fellowship  

1 Eddie Humphrey (S-1) First Belton  

1 Danny Brey (S-3) Soldiers of the Cross  

1 Richelle Wilson (S-4) First Moffat  

1 Mike Rinker (S-4) Solid Rock  

1 Kay Bacon (S-10) First Temple  

1 Pat Munoz (S-6) Dunamis  

1 Bernette Barksdale (B) Corinth  

1 Connie Warner (B) Corinth  

2 Kathy Slaughter (S-28) Immanuel  

2 Randy & Julie Ann Evans (W) First Holland 

2 Britt & Kelly Gordon (W) First Holland 

3 Jeff & Kathleen Burns (W) Miller Heights  

3 Scott Mescher (S-2) First Salado  

4 Glen & Glenda Cosper (W) First Trimmier  

5 Lisa Schwindt (S-3) Immanuel 

5 Kay Towers (B) Lifeway Fellowship   

6 Jason & Kelly Goings (W) First Belton 

7 Andy Davis (B) First Belton   

7 Daniel & Amber Patrick (W) Crystal Lake  

7 Larry Cooksey (B) Dyess Grove  

8 Betty Anderson (B) Lifeway Fellowship  

10 Tracey Moore (S-4) Vista  

10 Tim Worden (S-1) Disciples Church  

11 Kathy Diaz (B) Bell Baptist Association 

11 Jack Helmer (B) First Belton  

11 Tommy Rosenblad (B) First Bartlett 

11 Marilyn Shine (B) Meadow Oaks  

12 Judy Sansom (B) Highland Lakes Camp  

14 Ken Adams (B) Lifeway Fellowship  

14 Nita Barnett (B) First Belton  

15 Kandy Kirkley (S-24) First Belton  

15 Teresa Ashley (S-4) Taylorôs Valley  

15 Richard Westlake (S-5) Heights  

15 Douglas Fischer (S-2) Val Verde  

16 Richard & Lana Peteete (W) Dyess Grove 

17 Bobby Ellis (S-27) Prairie Dell  

17 Bruce Copeland (S-2) Nolan Valley 

20 Kandy Kirkley (B) First Belton  

20 Richelle Wilson (B) First Moffat  

21 Matt Hollingsworth (B) First Belton   

21 Cara Self (B) Heights  

22 Martha Canava (B) First Mexican  

23 Pat Armistead (B) Trinity   

24 Jose & Laura Mendoza (W) Alfa y Omega  

24 Charlie Day (B) Immanuel  

24 Bok Hyuan Lew (B) Korean Memorial  

26 Gail Koontz (B) First Temple  

28 Martha & Isaias Canava (W) First Mexican  

29 George Sipp (B) Fellowship  

30 Teresa Ashley (B) Taylorôs Valley  

30 Percy Hudson (S-1) First Trimmier  
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  
(B) Birthday (S) Staff Anniversary (W) Wedding Anniversary 

JANUARY  

Church Anniversaries  
 
1st Anniversary - Disciples Church  

4th Anniversary - Solid Rock  

6th Anniversary - Dunamis  

6th Anniversary - Vista Community  

8th Anniversary - Hope Community   

10th Anniversary - Macedonia  

14th Anniversary - Nueva Esperanza  

14th Anniversary - Crystal Lake 

16th Anniversary - Chinese Fellowship 

23rd Anniversary - Stillhouse   

26th Anniversary - Westside 

29th Anniversary - Central   

33rd Anniversary - Grace  

32ndAnniversary - First Trimmier  

34thAnniversary - Canyon Creek  

46th Anniversary - Goodwill 

56th Anniversary - Mt Olive, Temple   

65th Anniversary - East Highway 

65th Anniversary - Miller Heights   

66th Anniversary - First Cedar Valley  

67th Anniversary - Grant Chapel 

76th Anniversary - First Mexican 

113th Anniversary - Prairie Dell   

115th Anniversary - First Little River 

117th Anniversary - Dyess Grove   

122nd Anniversary - Willow Grove  

125th Anniversary - First Holland 

128th Anniversary - First Moffat  

129th Anniversary - First Bartlett   

131st Anniversary - Keys Valley  

133rd Anniversary - Cedar Knob  

137thAnniversary - Val Verde  

141st Anniversary - Oenaville  

142nd Anniversary - Taylors Valley  

156thAnniversary - County Line  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 DECEMBER  

1 Winter Bible Study - BBA Missions Center 9:00-12:00 ($5 for lunch)  

3 Winter Bible Study (Repeat Session) - BBA Missions Center 9:00-12:00  ($5 for breakfast)  

4 Cans For Kids Collection - Vista Community Church (CTCS) 9:00-11:30 

4-11   Week of Prayer for International Missions / Lottie Moon Christmas Offering  

6 BBA Church Staff & Spouses Holiday Dinner - Memorial 6:00 (Tickets $7)  

23-January 2  Christmas Holidays, BBA Closed  

JANUARY  

12 BBA Tax Seminar - BBA Missions Center 2:00-5:00 

17 Senior Ministers Fellowship - BBA Missions Center 6:00  

18 Mission Funding Mtgs - BBA Missions Center 

  Time to be determined Journey Church; 1:00 Disciples Church, 3:00 Morning Star 
23 BBA Executive Board Mtg - BBA Missions Center 12:00 (lunch $5) 

FEBRUARY  

6 BBA Evangelism Event - Save the Date! More information coming soon  
12-19  Focus on WMU Week  

16 BBA Ministry Enrichment Study- More information coming soon  

18 BBA Ministry Enrichment  Study(repeat session) - More information coming soon  

20 Presidents Day  

21 WMU Missionary Luncheon - BBA Missions Center 11:30  

27-29   SBTC Empower Evangelism Conference - Frisco TX 

Connecting Churches  

PO Box 1447 * 1125 N College Street 

Belton, TX 76513 

 

MARK  

YOUR CALENDARS  
 

 

 

WINTER BIBLE STUDY  

December 1st or 3rd (repeated session on 3rd) 

BBA Missions Center 9:00-12:00  

Thursday Lunch $5 - Saturday Breakfast $5 

 
 

BBA Church Staff & Spouses 

Holiday Dinner  

December 6th, Memorial BC - 6:00   

 

TAX SEMINAR  

January 12th, 

BBA Missions Center 2:00-5:00 

 

254-939-0761 * bba9129@sbcglobal.net 

www.bellchurches.com 

 

At the Annual Meeting on October 17th at UMHB,  

we welcomed Soldiers of the Cross Cowboy Fellowship  

into the Bell Baptist Association family.  

 

They are in the process of  

finishing their first unit building on  

FM 439 just east of Killeen.  
Pictured from left to right are Nan and Jack Shannon, Karen 

Kohler, Matt Ledbetter, Robin and Danny Brey (Pastor, 

Soldiers of the Cross Cowboy Fellowship), Randy Evans and 

Dr. Leroy Kemp.  

(Not pictured Don and Penny Reveile)  


