
October - November 2009 Connecting Churches  

ñThe Bell Baptist Association of Churches is committed to empowering, enabling, and assisting  

member churches to accomplish their Great Commission.ò   

Bell Baptist Association  

136th Annual Meeting  

October 19th, 2009  

First Baptist Salado  
5:00 -5:30 Registration  

5:30 -6:45 Part 1  

6:45 -7:15 Break  
(with snacks and drinks)  

7:15 -9:00 Part 2  
 

 

IMPACTING LOSTNESS  
ñWhen he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.ôò Matthew 9:36-38 

 

What are YOU doing to impact the lost people in your Jerusalem, 

Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth?  

 

 

 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

David Morgan evening speaker  

Mark Millman DOM from Wisconsin  

Jennifer Dixon summer missionary from BBA to  

Woodhaven Baptist Deaf Church in Houston  

Testimonies of ęLook What God is Doing in Our ChurchĚ 

Truitt & Sherri Eason - ęLiving Our DreamĚ 
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Then Jesus said to them; ñThe harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of 
the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.ò       Luke 10:2 

 

I had the privilege yesterday of visiting our ñSolid Rock Baptist Churchò mission in Austin, which ministers to the 

hearing impaired community and their family and friends. I witnessed a baptism, as one of their members obeyed the 

Lordôs command. I appreciate Bro. Mike Rinker and their sponsor church, Crystal Lake Baptist Church in Leander for the 

work they are doing to impact lostness. Today I had the privilege of joining Brian and Lora West of First Baptist Little 

River for lunch at Temple College BSM (Baptist Student Ministries). Several of our BBA churches provide lunch and 

Brian and Lora build relationships with the students and staff. Temple College staff member Ruth Bridges, who is a   

member of Corinth Missionary Baptist Church, is a great help on campus. I saw over a hundred college students being 

touched by our BBA family. It was a beautiful expression of impacting lostness. 

These events reminded me of an experience in my childhood. I remember a row of pear trees on my parentsô property in 

Jacksonville, Florida. We use to pick the ripe pears and watch my mom peal, cut up, and cook them into pear preserves. I 

remember with great pleasure taking some of the pear preserves and putting them on some of momôs fresh baked biscuits.  

Wow, it doesnôt get much better than that. It is good to Pick Pears and Make Preserves. Several years later, after I had 

moved to Texas, I went back home for a visit. There was the row of pear trees, but all along the ground were pears that 

were in various stages of rotting. I was heart sick as I visualized the potential for pear preserves going to waste. I asked my 

dad why those pears werenôt being made into preserves. He replied that they didnôt have time. There were too many other 

things to do. 

As I reflected on my memories and my dadôs response, I thought about the work our Lord has commissioned us to do.  

We are to Pick Pears and Make Preserves. Now certainly, it is the Lord who changes hearts and brings about salvation, 

but He is calling us to pick the pears and put them into the pot so that the Holy Spirit can make the spiritual transformation.  

The idea of picking pears and making preserves is all about impacting lostness in our world. What are you doing? What 

is your family doing? What is your church family doing to impact lostness in your world? We all have opportunities. 

I look forward to seeing you at the 136th annual meeting of the Bell Baptist Association which will be held at First   

Baptist Church, Salado on October 19th.  Letôs come to the meeting with the prayer in our hearts, ñLord what are the pears 

you want me to pick? And how do I get them into the pot? 

I appreciate you and thank you for allowing me the privilege of serving as your Director of Missions.       

Keep praying for me as I will for you. 
 
 
 

In Christôs Love and for His Glory; 

Tom Henderson        
I Corinthians 16:9   

Pastor: * Canyon Creek *  

* Cedar Valley * County Line *  Fellowship *  

*  Miller Heights  *  Willow Grove * 

  Youth Minister: *  Memorial * First Trimmier * 

Music Minister: * Fellowship *  

* First Salado *   * Meadow Oaks  *  Memorial  * 

*  Nolan Valley * Taylors Valley * 

Nursery Worker: * First Trimmer *  

Piano or Keyboard Player: * Fellowship *  

  

CHURCH  

STAFF SEARCHES  Director of Missions - Tom Henderson tom.bba@sbcglobal.net 

Ministry  Assistant -  Kathy Diaz kathy.bba@sbcglobal.net 

Financial Administrator - Barbara Springer barbara.bba@sbcglobal.net  

Counselors - Sherry Rosenblad & Rhonda Ramirez, MA, LPCI 

sherry_rosenblad@sbcglobal.net    rhonda-ramirez@sbcglobal.net 

Volunteer Coordinators - Jack & Nan Shannon nans405@sbcglobal.net 

Office Support - Ralph & Shirley Montgomery, Pat Pate,  

     Betty Kelsey and UMHB Student Worker - Lydia Schmidt  

volunteer.bba@sbcglobal.net   
 

Bell Baptist Association on the WEB:  www.bellchurches.com 

 
E-Mail and Website Information  
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¶ Pendleton is excited about the portable buildings 

they received from Canyon Creek Baptist Church 

which they are using for much needed Fellowship 

and Sunday School space.  

¶ First Troy has begun two new evening services. 

One traditional and one contemporary.  

¶ First Holland is making progress on their new 

building and looking forward to beginning services 

at their new building in the future.  

¶ We have 6 churches searching for Pastors. Please 

be in prayer for their members, search committee 

and staff during this time of transition and seeking.  

¶ First Salado is thankful that there was not a lot of 

damage to the church during the recent storms.  

¶ First Belton has a group of people going to Senegal 

in January. This group will be led by Steve 

Springer and Dr. Glen Smith. There is also a group 

going to Paris October 28 to November 3rd.   

¶ We need to make a correction. John James is not 

the Interim Minister of Music at Fellowship. They 

are still looking to fill this position.  

¶ There will be a group of ten people traveling to 

Wisconsin to attend the Central Baptist Association 

Annual meeting and to meet with the pastors and 

leaders of the Association. Please be in prayer for 

the following group: Hallie Tolbert, Billy Rosebur, 

Alberta Barrett, Bea Lewis, U.C. Barnes, Tom 

Henderson, Tex & Judy Phipps and Yoo Shin & 

Hanna Kim.  

¶ Heights recently painted a house in their neighbor-

hood as part of their ñCareò outreach ministry.  

¶ East Highway recently concluded their revival. Join 

them in prayer as they follow-up on this revival.  

¶ Oenaville recently renovated their new sanctuary 

and is excited to continued growth in their ministry. 

¶ Memorial recently hosted a movie night in their 

parking lot in an effort to impact their community 

and reach out to the lost around their building. 

They used the BBA ministry trailer including the 

use of the snow cone machine and the popcorn ma-

chine.  

¶ Numerous churches in our area were involved in 

the ñSee You at the Poleò events held at local 

schools. Continue to pray for the children and 

youth of our community.  

¶ Westside held a student revival in September.  

 Will You Give?  

¶ The BSM at Temple College has seen an EXPLOSION this year! 

They went from having 25 to 50 at the most to well over 100 each 

week at their Monday lunches and devotions. The first week they 

had over 150! They have been running out of food and seats! What a 

great ñproblemò to overcome. If you are not already assisting with 

hosting one or two of the Monday lunches and would like more in-

formation contact Brian West at 254-541-5650. You will be greatly 

blessed to see these young people reached for Christ.  

¶ Val Verde held an Installation service for their new Pastor, Richard 

Worden, in early September.  

¶ Canyon Creek held a ñLakeside Serviceò at Temple Lake Park on 

September 20th. This unique worship experience was held so that 

people could catch up with old friends, make new ones and reach out 

to their neighbors and community.  

¶ First Salado is once again hosting ESL classes at their  church on 

Monday evenings. Congratulations to Liz Lively for achieving an 

ESL Ministry Certificate this month.  

¶ Heights has called Cara Self as their Interim Music Minister.  

¶ Churches banded together in Belton and Temple to collect school 

supplies for students. The Apple Tree effort in Belton and the Back 

Pack Buddies in Temple helped meet the needs of thousands of stu-

dents. Thank to all who participated.  

¶ Taylors Valley had entertainer Darren Collins at their church re-

cently.  

¶ The Vista Community church held a baptism service and community 

outreach event at the Summer Fun Waterpark.  

¶ Mike Eller has resigned as Minister of Music at Taylors Valley to 

become the Associate Pastor of Worship and Music at First Baptist 

Church of Asheboro, North Carolina.  

¶ REMINDER: As you plan events remembering that BBA has a min-

istry trailer with various outreach materials which could enhance 

your event. These include the snow cone machine, popcorn machine, 

generator, canopies and outdoor sound system. For information on 

reserving this equipment or the trailer, contact Kathy Diaz at 254-

939-0761 or kathy.bba@sbcglobal.net. 


